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Visit us online for more information on 
this exciting addition to our community!
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About North Carolina Freedom Park

Welcome to Freedom Park, a historic and moving green space 
nestled in the heart of downtown Raleigh, N.C. With deep 
reverence for the indomitable spirit of the African American 
struggle for freedom, this park stands as a timeless tribute to the 
universal ideals of liberty, resilience, and equality. 

Anchored by the Beacon of Freedom, the one-acre park features 20 “Voices of 
Freedom” inscribed along its walkways – powerful words of African Americans 
throughout North Carolina history. As the first park in North Carolina dedicated 
to honoring the African American struggle for freedom, it stands as a beacon of 
hope and a reminder that the ideals of perseverance, equality, and freedom are 
universal aspirations that unite us all.

History
The seed for Freedom Park began in 2000 with a group of North Carolinians who 
gathered to ask the question, “What are we doing in North Carolina to celebrate 
emancipation and freedom?” With early support from the Paul Green Foundation, 
a non-profit organization was formed to plan and build a commemorative park in 
downtown Raleigh. A team of dedicated supporters raised over $7 million for the 
park’s construction, including funds from foundations, businesses, individuals and 
the North Carolina General Assembly. 

Design and Construction
The late Phil Freelon of architecture firm Perkins + Will was chosen to create a 
meaningful design for the park. His dramatic plan features five walkways leading 
to a 45-foot-tall Beacon of Freedom at the park’s center. The beacon will be lit at 
dusk each evening. Holt Brothers Construction Company in Raleigh was the lead 
contractor, working with Perkins + Will, the State Construction Office, the North 
Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources and other state advisors. 

Opening
North Carolina Freedom Park officially opens to the public Aug. 23, 2023, and 
will be open daily from dawn to dusk. Managed by the North Carolina African 
American Heritage Commission, the park is open to all. Especially welcome are 
the thousands of school children who annually visit downtown Raleigh historic 
sites and museums as part of their study of North Carolina history. 

“Remember, we are not fighting for the freedom of the 
Negro alone, but for the freedom of the human spirit, a 

larger freedom that encompasses all mankind.”
- Ella Baker

Learn More: https://aahc.nc.gov/north-carolina-freedom-park

 

Program

Welcome and Recognition of Special Guests
Ms. Adrienne Nirdé 

Director,  North Carolina African American Heritage Commission

Moment of Reflection and Meditation
Dr. Goldie Frinks Wells 

Co-Chair, North Carolina Freedom Park Board of Directors

Poem
Ms. Jaki Shelton Green 
North Carolina Poet Laureate

Remarks and North Carolina 
Freedom Park History and Overview

Dr. Goldie Frinks Wells 
Co-Chair, North Carolina Freedom Park Board of Directors

Mr. David Warren 
Co-Chair, North Carolina Freedom Park Board of Directors

Dr. Reginald Hildebrand 
North Carolina Freedom Park Board of Directors

Remarks
Dr. Valerie Ann Johnson 

Chair, North Carolina African American Heritage Commission

Mr. D. Reid Wilson 
Secretary, North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources

The Honorable Roy Cooper 
Governor, State of North Carolina

Ribbon Cutting

Closing Remarks

Entertainment Provided By 
The Materials Band, Madison Jay, Dasan Ahanu,

Ms. Carlitta Durand, Pierce Freelon & Band and DJ Complex


